The black hole is one of the most remarkable predictions of Einstein's theory of general relativity. An astrophysical black hole is completely described with just two parameters: its mass and its spin. Over the last couple of decades, astronomers have discovered many black holes and have measured their masses. However, until recently, there were no believable spin measurements. This has now changed, and we are now close to achieving a complete description of a handful of distant black holes. The talk will describe recent progress in this exciting area of astrophysics.
